ENGLISH 373 | FALL 2018
SENIORS HONORS CONFERENCE
MONDAY 3:30PM-5:30PM | TAWES 2123
Professor Jason Rudy
jrrudy@umd.edu
Office: 3207 Tawes Hall
Office Hours: M 1-3:00pm and by appt.
CLASS OVERVIEW
This course is devoted to the development of creative and scholarly works-in-progress.
Its aim is to provide structure and support for seniors as they research, write, revise, and
edit their English Honors essays.
By the end of the semester, students will have written a full draft of their honors essay
and will have received constructive feedback from their peers. Students will also receive
feedback from the faculty advisor and from the Honors director.
TEXTBOOK
R EQUIRED ( FOR SCHOLARLY TRACK )
The Craft of Research, 3rd Edition by Booth et al. (ISBN: 978-0226065663)
R ESERVES
Additional course materials will be available through ELMS.
POLICIES
I will adhere to University of Maryland policies with regard to excused absences,
registered disabilities, incidents of plagiarism and academic dishonesty, and student
conduct. Please refer to this website for more detailed information: really, please do click
over and review the university’s guidelines. Our course policies will rigorously follow
those outlined on the linked page.
Submitting Your Work
All work is to be submitted via ELMS / Canvas. On the assignment page, look for the
place to upload your Word doc or docx file. Because this class is organized around peerreviewing, significant credit will be lost if papers are not turned in on time.
For students unable to turn in papers because of illness or dire emergency, a written note
is required, and essays must be turned in as soon as possible.
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Extensions will be granted in extreme situations, but they must be requested in advance
of the deadline. That is, you cannot fail to turn in your paper and then retroactively ask
for an extension.
Note: Most plagiarism cases involve students who lack a good understanding of when
and how to cite outside sources. Do not hesitate to visit me during my office hour if you
have any questions about these kinds of issues.
Communication
I am available during office hours, via ELMS / Canvas, and via email at
jrrudy@umd.edu.
Grading
Grades for your 7- and 14-page drafts will be determined only by punctuality and
completeness: have you turned in the assignment on time? does the assignment fulfill the
requirements in terms of length and structure? I will provide substantive feedback on
your work at each stage, but I will refrain from grading the substance of your work
because drafts are necessarily imperfect and I want you to focus on the important stuff
(writing the best thesis possible) and not grades for individual assignments.
At the end of 373, you and your thesis advisor will make a decision about whether or not
you will finish the thesis, though the advisor can call an end to the project at her or his
discretion. If you will not be continuing in the program, you will get a grade for 373 and
can continue to take honors seminars, but you will not be considered for English Honors
when you graduate. If you enroll for the final semester of the Honors Conference and do
not finish the thesis, you may receive a failing grade for that course.
Final grades for English 373 are based on the following:
7-page draft: 20%
14-page draft: 20%
A 93.5-100
A- 89.5-93.4
B+ 96.5-89.4

20-page draft: 40%
Peer critiques: 20%
B 83.5-96.4
B- 79.5-83.4
C+ 76.5-79.4

C 73.5-76.4
C- 69.5-73.4
D+ 66.5-69.4

D 63.5-66.4
D- 59.5-63.4
F 0-59.4

COURSE SCHEDULE
8/27

First class meeting: all students. Each student will offer a 3-minute presentation
on the status of the Honors thesis. Some projects will be just where they were left
in the spring; others will have evolved over the summer.

9/3

No school: Labor Day

9/10

Individual meetings with Professor Rudy (please sign up via ELMS / Canvas)
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9/17

Scholars
READ: Booth 103-170

9/24

Creative writers
Reading TBD

9/28

DUE: 7-page draft (11:59pm)

10/1

Joint Session
DUE: Peer critiques

10/8

Individual meetings with Professor Rudy (please sign up via ELMS / Canvas)

10/15 Scholars
READ: Booth 173-202
10/22 Creative writers
Reading TBD
10/26 DUE: 14-page draft (11:59pm)
10/29 Joint Session
DUE: Peer critiques
11/5

Scholars
READ: Booth 203-276

11/12 Creative Writers: reading TBD
Scholars meet individually with Professor Rudy
11/19 No class meeting
11/26 Optional meetings with Professor Rudy
12/3

No class meeting
DUE: 20-page draft (11:59pm)

12/10 Joint session
DUE: Peer critiques
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